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Wells Fargo Bank has a tradition of service as old as the 
West. ‘he bank—and the tradition—began on March 
18, 1852 when Wells Fargo & Co., Express & Banking, 
opened an office on Montgomery Street in San Fran- 
cisco. (Upper right.) 


Photographs, documents and mementoes of many of 
these Colorful Names may be seen at the Wells Fargo 
Bank History Room—a permanent display open to the 
public 10 to 3 every banking day at 420 Montgomery 
Street, San Francisco. bE ag 
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NOTE 


Through the place names of California its rich 
history comes vividly alive. They recall the many 
peoples who have lived here, and even what they 
saw, believed and hoped for. 


The late Thomas P. Brown, well-known San 
Francisco author and historian, compiled the 
original material for this booklet expressly for 
Wells Fargo Bank. It was revised and brought up 
to date in 1963. 


Grateful acknowledgement is made to the fol- 
lowing authors and sources: 
FOR PLACE NAMES ESPECIALLY: California Place Names, A 
Geographical Dictionary, Dr. Erwin G. Gudde; Dictionary 
of California Land Names, Phil Townsend Hanna; Spanish. 
and Indian Place Names of California, Nellie Van de Grift 
Sanchez; Place Names of the High Sierra, Francis P. Far- 
quhar; California Place Names of Indian Origin, A. L. Kroe- 
ber; Names on the Land, George R. Stewart; What’s In a 
Name, C. M. Goethe; A Handbook for Californians, Ger- 
trude Mott; Historic Names and Places in San Mateo County, 
Roscoe D. Wyatt; Historic Names, Persons and Places in 
Santa Clara County, Clyde Arbuckle and Roscoe D. Wyatt; 
Index to Map of California, National Geographic Society. 


For CALIFORNIANA: California, An Intimate Guide, Aubrey 
Drury; Historic Spots in California (by counties), H. E. and 
E. G. Rensch and Mildred Brooke Hoover; California, a 
Landmark History, Joseph R. Knowland; California, and 
San Francisco, American Guide Series; California, John Wal- 
ton Caughey; From Wilderness to Empire, Robert Glass 
Cleland; Anybody’s Gold, Joseph Henry Jackson; The Fran- 
ciscan Missions of California, John A. Berger; California’s 
Stately Hall of Fame, Rockwell D. Hunt; Rider’s California 
Guide; California Blue Book; History of California, Hubert 
Howe Bancroft. 

THANKS ARE DUE TO: California Historical Society; Califor- 
nia State Library; San Francisco Public Library; Mechanics 
Institute Library; San Francisco Chronicle Library; U. S. 
National Park Service; Oakland Public Library. 


AGUA CALIENTE (Hot Springs, Sonoma 
County ) 

Ah-gwah Cahl-yayn-tay ... Spanish for hot water. 

‘The name was applied to many California creeks 

and springs and several Spanish land grants. 


AHWAHNEE (Yosemite Valley) 


Ah-wah-nee . .. Awani was the Yokuts Indian word 
signifying a deep or grassy valley. Thus it was their 
name for the Yosemite Valley, where they had a 
large village. 


ALAMEDA (City, Alameda County) 


Ah-lah-may-dah is the old-time Spanish pronunci- 
ation but many now say Al-a-me-da. An alameda is 
an avenue or boulevard shaded by trees. Derived 
from Alamo (Ah-lah-moh)... poplar or cotton- 
wood. Alameda was first called Encinal (Ayn-see- 
nahl)...oak grove. 


ALBION (Town, Mendocino County) 


Al-bee-on ... New Albion (ancient name for Bri- 
tain) was the name given to California by Sir Fran- 
cis Drake. For a period thereafter, cartographers 
designated California as ‘‘Nueva (New) Albion” 
on the early maps. 


ALCATRAZ (Island, San Francisco Bay) 


Ahl-cah-trahs ... From the Spanish ‘“‘La Isla de los 
Alcatraces” (The Island of the Pelicans). Name 
given in 1775 by Ayala, first navigator to sail into 
San Francisco Bay, to nearby Yerba Buena Island 
where many of these birds were seen. Later, a map- 
maker transferred the name to the little island, 
famous as “The Rock,” on which the Federal Peni- 
tentiary has been located. 


ALISAL (Residential District, Salinas, 
Monterey County) 


Ahl-e-sahl...From Spanish, aliso, alder tree, 
meaning a grove of alders, or, sometimes, syca- 
mores. ‘(his community was the site of the first 
secular college in California, El Colegio de San 
Jose, founded on Alisal Creek in 1834 by William 
E. P. Hartnell. 


ALUM ROCK (Residential District, San Jose, 
Santa Clara County) 

Named for Alum Rock Park in Alum Rock Can- 

_ yon, which, according to historian Clyde Arbuckle, 

was so named by John Martin Ogan because of a 

200-foot high alum-bearing monolith near its en- 

trance. It is on public lands confirmed to San Jose 
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by the King of Spain in 1779 and was made a pub- 
lic park by act of the California Legislature in 
1872. 


AMADOR (County) 

The county was named when it was created in 
1854 after Amador Creek, which was named after 
Jose Maria Amador. Born in San Francisco, he was 
for a time a soldier at the Presidio. In 1848 he and 
a group of Indians established a mining camp near 
the present town of Amador City. 


ANGEL ISLAND (San Francisco Bay) 


Ayala, commanding the ‘San Carlos,’ which an- 
chored in San Francisco Bay in 1775, named the 
island “La Isla de Nuestra Sefiora de Los Angeles” 
(The Island of Our Lady of the Angels). It is now 
a state park. 


ANGELS CAMP (City, Calaveras County) 


Angels Camp, in the Mother Lode, was named for — 
George Angel, a member of Col. Jonathan D. Ste- 
venson’s regiment of First New York Volunteers, 
who mined near here in 1848. 


ANTIOCH (City, Contra Costa County) 


Originally called Smith’s Landing for the first 
settlers, the twin brothers Joseph H. and W. W. 
Smith, who were farmers and ordained ministers. 
They arrived in 1849 from Boston and induced 
other New Englanders to settle here in 1850. At a 
Fourth of July picnic in 1852, the residents de- 
cided to name the community Antioch, after the 
Biblical city. 


APTOS (Town, Santa Cruz County) 


Ap-tahs ... For Rancho de Aptos, a Spanish land 
grant. Aptos is probably the Spanish rendering of 
a local Castanoan Indian word. 


AUBURN (City, Placer County) 


One of California’s earliest gold mining camps, 
Auburn was known between the spring of 1848 
and the autumn of 1849 by several names: Wood's 
Dry Diggings, North Fork Dry Diggings, and Rich 
Dry Diggings. Like numerous other communities, 
it was finally named for a settler’s home town in 
the East— Auburn, N. Y. 


BECKWOURTH (Pass, Lassen and Plumas 
Counties; Town, Plumas 
County) 


Named for James Beckwourth, who sometimes 
spelled his name Beckwith, as the pass was also 
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called. He was a colorful frontiersman who dis- 
covered this important immigrant route across the 
Sierra. 


BELMONT (City, San Mateo County) 


The name, from the French “Beaumont,” mean- 
ing “beautiful mountain” because of a symmetri- 
cally rounded eminence nearby, was given in 1850 
or 1851. Here later William C. Ralston, the San 
Francisco financier, developed the finest Califor- 
nia estate of the period. His residence is now pre- 
served as part of a women’s college. 


BENICIA (City, Solano County) 


Bay-nee-syah . . . Named in honor of Francisca 
Benicia, wife of Gen. Mariano G. Vallejo. It was 
California’s state capitol for 13 months in 1853 
and 1854. 


BERKELEY (City, Alameda County) 


A member of the committee assigned to select a 
site for the University of California, on viewing 
San Francisco Bay and the Golden Gate, quoted 
the stanza by George Berkeley, Bishop of Cloyne, 
beginning: “Westward the course of empire takes 
its way.” A confrere then said: “Why not name it 
Berkeley?” 


BODEGA (Bay, Town, Sonoma County) 


Boh-day-gah ... The name honors the discoverer 
of the bay, Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra. 


BURLINGAME (City, San Mateo County ) 


Named by William C. Ralston, early San Fran- 
cisco financier, for his friend, Anson Burlingame, 
U.S. Minister to China (1861-1867). 


BUTTE (County) 


One of California’s original 27 counties, named 
for the Sutter or Marysville Buttes which were 
originally in Butte County. Because of the later 
changes in the county boundary, the Buttes are 
now across the line in Sutter County. 


CALAVERAS (River, County) 
Cah-lah-vay-rahs . . . Spanish for “skulls.” Captain 
Moraga, who led the first expedition up the Sacra- 
mento and San Joaquin Rivers, found quantities 
of skulls, relics of battles fought between Indian 
tribes. 


CALIFORNIA (The 31st State, admitted to 
the Union September 9, 1850) 
Cah-lee-fohr-nyah ... Origin of name is uncertain. 
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The name “California,” so far as is known, first 
appeared in a novel entitled “Las Sergas de Esplan- 
dian”... ‘The Adventures of Esplandian,” writ- 
ten by Garcia Ordonez de Montalvo, and pub- 
lished in Toledo, Spain, between 1510 and 1521. 
California was the name given to a fabulous island 
in the Pacific, rich in minerals and precious stones, 
and said to be the home of a tribe of Amazons, of 
which Califia was queen. This romance was first 
called to the attention of the American public in 
1862 by Edward Everett Hale, author of “The 
Man Without a Country.” Bernal Diaz, compan- 
ion of Cortez, wrote of California as a “‘bay,” fol- 
lowing an expedition to Baja California (Lower 
California). For a number of years California was 
on maps as Alta or Upper California. 


CALISTOGA (City, Napa County) 

Samuel Brannan, its founder, envisioning this 
place as the Saratoga of the West, drew on “‘Calli- 
fornia” and “Saratoga” to form this name. 


CAMPBELL (City, Santa Clara County) 
Named for William Campbell who came here in 
1846, built a sawmill and established a stage sta- 
tion. 


CARMEL (City, Monterey County) 

Name derived from Rio de Carmelo (Carmel 
River), so named by Vizcaino in 1602 in honor of 
three friars of the Carmelite Order who were mem- 
bers of his expedition. When Mission San Carlos 
de Borromeo was moved to the site by the river it 
became known as Mission Carmelo, subsequently 
Anglicized as Mission Carmel. 


CARQUINEZ (Strait, San Francisco Bay) 


Cahr-kee-nez... Name derived from the Karquin 
Indians. 


CASTROVILLE (Town, Monterey County) 


Named for Juan B. Castro, one of the owners of 
the famous Castro grant, the Bolsa Nuevo y Moro 
Cojo Rancho, when he laid out the town in 1864. 


CAZADERO (Town, Sonoma County) 


Cah-sah-day-roh ... A California Spanish word 
meaning “hunting place.” 


CHICO (City, Butte County) 


Chee-coh... Little. Derived from Rancho del Ar- 
royo Chico (Ranch of the Little Creek), purchased 
by Gen. John Bidwell. | 
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COLOMA (Town, El Dorado County) 
Coh-loh-mah ... Derived from ‘‘Koloma,”’ a Nish- 
inan Indian tribe. James W. Marshall discovered 
gold here January 24, 1848. 


COLUMBIA (Town, State Park, Tuolumne 
County) 

Often referred to as “The Gem of the Southern 
Mines,” Columbia was originally called Hildreth’s 
Diggings, then formally given this popular patri- 
otic name by a group of its residents in 1850. Con- 
sidered the best preserved of California’s gold rush 
towns, it was made a State Park in 1945. The Wells 
Fargo Building at the entrance to the main street 
was one of the first to be restored under the State’s 
reconstruction program. 


COLUSA (County Seat, Colusa County) 
@o-loosah 7) 7A corruption of an Indian word, 
“ko-ru-si,”’ (it is also spelled Co-lu-si and Co-lu-se). 
It is said to mean “‘scratcher,’”’ because it was the 
privilege of tribal brides to begin the honeymoon 
by scratching the faces of their braves. 


CONCORD (City, Contra Costa County) 


First named ‘Iddos Santos (All Saints) in 1862 by 
Salvio Pacheco, owner of the Rancho del Diablo. 
Later the name was changed to Concord. 


CONTRA COSTA (County) 


COonmita Constaney. “Opposite coast.” A term 
used by the Mexican Californians for the coast op- 
posite the San Francisco Peninsula. 


COSUMNES (River, El Dorado and 
Sacramento Counties) 


Coh-sum-nez ... Probably of Miwok Indian origin 
from ““Kosum”’ (salmon) and “Umne” (tribe). 


COYOTE (River; Town, Santa Clara County) 
Coy-oh-tay ... From Coyotl, an Aztec word. The 
mountain coyote (Canis latrans lestis) has a wide 
range through the Sierra. ‘The coyote figures prom- 
inently in the myths of the California Indians. It is 
used in several other California place names. 


CUPERTINO (City, Santa Clara County) 


Cyuper-tee-noh .. . For nearby Arroyo de San Jose 
Cupertino, named by Spanish explorers in honor 
of a seventeenth century Italian saint. 


DAVIS (City, Yolo County) 
Named after farmer Jerome C. Davis, who settled 
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here in the early 1850’s. The town was originally 
called Davisville. 


DEL NORTE (County) 

Del Nor-tee . . . Spanish for “of the north.” The 
California State Legislature chose this name for 
the county when it was created in 1857, rejecting 
others including that of the president, Buchanan. 


DEL PASO HEIGHTS (Town, Sacramento 
County ) 


Dahl-Pah-soh...named for the Mexican land 
grant, Rancho del Paso (ranch of the pass) which 
took its name from the nearby ford in the Ameri- 
can River known as El paso de los Americanos. 


DIABLO (Mountain, Contra Costa County) 


Dee-ah-bloh . . . Devil. The Spanish name was 
‘Monte del Diablo” (Mountain of the Devil). Of 
the many legends about this mountain which re- . 
sembles Vesuvius and which is used as “base and 
meridian” for surveys from Oregon to the Tehach- 
api and from the Pacific Ocean to the Nevada- 
Utah line, the most popular one, perhaps, is that 
recounted by Gen. Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo. 
The theme of this legend is that an Indian tribe 
of Bolgones, fighting Spanish soldiers from San 
Francisco, had a medicine man called Puy or Pui 
(Evil Spirit) who appeared from the mountain 
caves to inspire them to victory. 


DINUBA (City, Tulare County) 


Name coined from the surnames of two teamsters, 
Dinsmore and Uballis, who hauled grain to the 
Southern Pacific station at this point, originally 
called Sibleyville. 


DONNER (Lake, Pass, Summit, Nevada and 
Placer Counties) 


Named for the tragic Donner party, headed by 
George and Jacob Donner and James E Reed, 
which was marooned in the deep snow near the 
lake in the winter of 1846-1847. Forty-two of the 
immigrants lost their lives, due to the cold and 
starvation. 


EL CAMINO REAL (Highway) 


El Cah-mee-noh Ray-ahl...‘“The Royal Road” 
or, in popular parlance, “The King’s Highway.” 
Name of the highway connecting the California 
missions, extending northward from Mission San 
Diego de Alcala to Mission San Francisco Solano 
at Sonoma, 45 miles north of San Francisco. 
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EL CAPITAN (Yosemite Valley) 


El Kah-pee-tahn ... The Captain; an outstanding 
cliff of the Yosemite Valley. This Spanish name is 
supposedly a translation of the Indian word Tote- 
ack-ah-noo-la, symbolizing an Indian chief. 


EL CERRITO (City, Contra Costa County) 
E] Say-ree-toh . . . Spanish for “little hill.” 


EL DORADO (County) 


El Doh-rah-doh ...The gilded one. The Indians 
of Peru and other South American countries were 
constantly pointing out to the Spanish conquerors 
and explorers, first in one direction and then in 
another, a land of fabulous riches, said to have a 
king whose body was covered every morning with 
gold dust, whence the phrase “El Dorado” came to 
be applied to regions where gold and precious 
metals were plentiful. Francisco Orellana, com- 
panion of Pizarro, conqueror of Peru, wrote a fic- 
titious account of an “El Dorado” in South Amer- 
ica, which fitted this conception. 


EL PORTAL (Yosemite Valley) 


El Pohr-tahl... The gate. Entrance to the Yosem- 
ite Valley. 


EMERYVILLE (City, Alameda County) 


Named for Joseph Stickney Emery of New Hamp- 
shire who came to California in 1850 and bought 
land on which Emeryville-now stands. 


ESCALON (Town, San Joaquin County) 


Es-cah-lohn ... Spanish word for “step or stepping 
stone.” Said to have been named by James W. 
Jones, who laid out the town, because he liked 
the sound of the word. 


EUREKA (County Seat, Humboldt County) 


The name is the Greek word for “I have found it,” 
the exclamation of Archimedes, philosopher and 
mathematician; after he had solved a problem in 
physics. Eureka, the city, was named shortly after 
the word had been adopted (1849) as California’s 
state motto, and included in the design of the 
state seal. 


FAIRFIELD (County Seat, Solano County) 


Named in 1859 by Robert Waterman, a famous 
_clipper-ship captain, for his Connecticut home. 


FARALLONES (Islands off the Golden Gate) 
Far-al-lones . . . (Spanish pronunciation is Fah- 
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rahl-yoh-ness) ... Small, rocky, pointed islands in 
the sea. 


FEATHER RIVER (Northeastern 
California) 

Don Luis A. Argiiello, explorer, discovering quan- 

tities of wild pigeon feathers floating on its surface, 

named it Rio de las Plumas (Ree-oh day lahs 

ploom-ahs) ... River of the Feathers. 


FREMONT (City, Alameda County) 


Named for General John Charles Fremont, ‘The 
Pathfinder,” “who nailed his name so high in the 
Temple of Fame ages cannot tear it down.” In 
area, Fremont is the third largest city in Califor- 
nia, and was formed on January 10, 1956, by the 
incorporation of the communities of Centerville, 
Irvington, Mission San Jose (de Guadalupe), Niles 
and Warm Springs, plus adjoining agricultural 
area. 


FRESNO (County Seat, Fresno County) 


I'reznoh (Spanish: I’rayce-noh) ... Ash tree. So 
named on account of an abundance of mountain 
ash in this territory. 


GILROY (City, Santa Clara County) 


Named for John Gilroy, Scotch sailor who was put 
ashore at Monterey in 1814 by the Hudson’s Bay 
Company's ship “Isaac Todd” because he was sick 
with scurvy. (Some writers say, however, that he 
deserted from the ship.) His name was Cameron 
but, being a minor and afraid of being sent back 
home, he adopted his mother’s maiden name. He 
is known as the first permanent non-Spanish 
settler in California. He married a Spanish Cali- 
fornian and lived on her ranch. 


GLENN (County) 


Named, when it was created in 1891, after Dr. 
Hugh J. Glenn, the colorful and mysterious Sacra- 
mento Valley landowner who reigned in the 1870's 
and 1880's as the state’s “wheat king.” 


GOLDEN GATE (Entrance to 
San Francisco Bay) 


To this gate,” wrote Gen. John C. Fremont, ‘““The 
Pathfinder,” in his memoirs, “I gave the name of 
Chrysopylae, or Golden Gate, for the same reason 
that the harbor of Byzantium was called Chryso- 
ceras, or Golden Horn.” Fremont envisioned the 
commerce that would make San Francisco one of 
the great seaports of the world. » 
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GONZALES (City, Monterey County) 


Gon-zah-les .. . (Spanish pronunciation: Gohn- 
zah-lehs). Teodoro de Gonzales, an acting alcalde 
at Monterey, was granted the rancho called Rin- 
con de la Punta del Monte de la Soledad in 1836. 
The town was originally laid out in 1874. It is be- 
lieved that the present Gonzales was named for 
‘Teodoro’s sons, Alfredo and Mariano, who were 
prominently associated with the Monterey and 
Salinas Railroad. 


GRASS VALLEY (City, Nevada County) 


Although early miners in this area named the ver- 
dant valley site of the town Grass Valley, its first 
official name was Centerville. This was changed to 
the present appellation in the early 1850’s. 


GREENFIELD (City, Monterey County) 
Laid out on the Arroyo Seco Rancho in 1902-1905 
and at first named for John S. Clarke of the Cali- 
fornia Home Extension Association. However, the 
Post Office Department objected and so the pres- 
ent name was selected from a number of names 
submitted by residents. 


GRIDLEY (City, Butte County) 
Named by the Southern Pacific Railroad when it 
established its route up the Sacramento Valley in 


1870, after a prominent local landowner George 
W. Gridley. 


GUALALA (Town, Mendocino County; River, 

Mendocino, Sonoma Counties) 
Wah-lah-lah ... Spanish rendering of the Indian 
phrase, “Where the Waters Meet.” A tradition per- 
sists, however, that the name was derived from the 
Valhalla of Norse mythology. 


GUINDA (Town, Yolo County) 

Gween-dah . . .. Spanish for “cherry.” Named by 
the Southern Pacific for an old cherry tree growing 
at the site of the town when the railroad station 
was built. 


HAYWARD (City, Alameda County) 


When Guillermo Castro, grantee of Rancho San 
Lorenzo, laid out the town site in 1854, he named 
it for his friend, William Hayward, who had 
opened a hotel there in 1852. 


HETCH HETCHY (Valley, Dam, Reservoir, 
Tuolumne County) 


Hetch Hetch-ee... From Hatchatchie, a Central 
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Miwok Indian name for a grass or plant which 
grows in the meadow at the lower end of this deep 
valley, producing edible seeds which the Indians 
pounded into meal in mortars. ‘The Hetch Hetchy 
Water and Power System furnishes part of San 
Francisco's water supply. 


HORNITOS (Town, Mariposa County) 
Hohr-nee-toce ... Spanish for “little ovens.” Early 
Mexican burials in Gold Rush days were made 
above the ground in rough mounds of stone and 
adobe which resembled outdoor bake ovens. 


HUMBOLDT (County) 
Named in 1853, the year it was created, after Hum- 
boldt Bay, which had been named in 1850 in 
honor of the famed German naturalist Baron 
Alexander von Humboldt. 


JAMESTOWN (Town, Tuolumne County) 


A mining center in gold rush days, named after its — 
founder, Col. George James. It has always been 
familiarly known as “‘Jimtown.” 


JOLON (Valley, Town, Monterey County) 


Hoh-lohn ... The valley of dead oaks, an Indian 
name. Mission San Antonio de Padua is near 
Jolon. 


KING CITY (City, Monterey County) 


Named for C. H. King who laid out the town on 
old Rancho San Lorenzo when the line of the 
Southern Pacific was extended to that point in 
July, 1886. 


KLAMATH (River; Mountains, 
Del Norte County) 


Clam-ath ... Derived from Tlamatl, name given 
by the Chinook Indians to a sister tribe of Modoc 
Indians who called themselves ‘‘Maklaks,” the en- 
camped people. 


LAGUNITAS (Creek, Town; Marin County) 
Lah-goo-nee-tahs...'The little lakes; little lagoons. 


LAKE (County) 


When it was created in 1861, this county was 
named for its most prominent landmark, Clear 
Lake. 


LASSEN (Peak, County, Volcanic Nat’l Park) 


Named for Peter Lassen, Danish trail blazer to this 
Northeastern California region, 1839. 
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LIVERMORE (City, Alameda County) 
Named for Robert Livermore, a British sailor, 
who arrived in California in the 1820s and became 
a grantee of Rancho las Positas (Little Pools). He 
was the first English-speaking settler in Livermore 
Valley. 


LOBOS (Points, San Francisco and 
Monterey Counties) 


Loh-boce . . . Sea-wolves. Lobos also means wolves 
in Spanish but along the California coast the word 
was applied to the sea-lions. Point Lobos Reserve 
in Monterey County is a state park. 


LODI (City, San Joaquin County) 


Low-die ... Iwo versions of its name history: (1) 
Robert Cope, early resident and admirer of Napo- 
leon, who defeated the Austrians at Lodi, on the 
Adda River, Italy, suggested the name because the 
site of the new California community had features | 
similar to those of the Italian city; (2) name was 
bestowed in honor of a great horse which brought 
the thrill of the sport of kings to a nearby race 
track. 


LOS ALTOS (City, Santa Clara County) 


Loce Ahl-toce ... The name, given by the sub- 
divider when the city was started as a residential 
community in 1907, is Spanish for “the heights.” 
It is located on Rancho San Antonio, one of the 
early Spanish land grants. 


LOS BANOS (City, Merced County) 


Loce Bah-noce ... The Baths. In early days Padre 
Felipe Arroyo de la Cuesta of Mission San Juan 
Bautista used to refresh himself, when on mission- 
ary trips to the San Joaquin Valley, in the pools of 
Los Banos Creek. Hence, they were called ‘Los 
Banos del Padre Arroyo.” 


LOS GATOS (City, Santa Clara County) 


Loce Gah-toce ... The cats. Originally called ‘‘La 
Rinconada de los Gatos’ (lah Reen-coh-nah-dah 
day loce Gah-toce), the rendezvous of the wildcats, 
which infested this region. 


MADERA (County Seat, Madera County) 


Mah-day-rah ... Wood, timber. So named because 
it was the end of a 63-mile flume carrying lumber 
from the Sierra sugar-pine forests. 


MANTECA (City, San Joaquin County) 
Mahn-tay-cah . . . Butter, or lard. Mantequilla 
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(mahn-tay-keel-yah) is properly the Spanish word 
for butter, however. Dairying is a leading indus- 
try here. 


MANZANITA LAKE (Lassen Volcanic 
National Park) 


Mahn-zahn-nee-tah . . . Little Apple. Diminutive 
of manzana (apple). ‘This native shrub of Califor- 
nia mountain areas has red berries resembling 
apples, hence the Spanish name. 


MARE ISLAND (Solano County) 


Originally named by General Vallejo, “La Isla de 
la Yegua”’ (lah Ees-lah day lah Yay-gwah) or “The 
Island of the Mare,” to commemorate the recov- 
ery of a much-prized old white mare. The mare, 
with other animals, principally horses, was being 
transported by rude ferry-boat from Martinez to 
Benicia, when the boat was capsized in a squall. 
The mare succeeded in swimming to the island. 


MARIN (County) 


Mah-rinn ... Spanish pronunciation is Mah-reen 
... From El Marinero (El Mah-ree-nay-roh) the 
sailor. A San Francisco Bay exploring party had a 
desperate fight with the Licatiut tribe in Petaluma 
and captured its chief. He was subsequently con- 
verted to Christianity and became such an out- 
standing navigator he was called “El Marinero.” 


MARIPOSA (River; County Seat, Mariposa 
County) ~ 


Mah-ree-poh-sah ... The butterfly. Padre Muniz, 
who accompanied the Gabriel Moraga expedition 
in 1806 into the Sierra Nevada, wrote in his diary 
that they found a great multitude of butterflies in 
this section. 


MARTINEZ (County Seat, Contra Costa 
County ) 

Mahr-tee-nace ... Named in honor of Ignacio 
Martinez, Mexican officer who was comandante of 
the Presidio of San Francisco for several years. He 
was given the Rancho El Pinole, extending from 
Pinole Point to Martinez, and was known as the 
“hospitable ranchero.”’ 


MARYSVILLE (County Seat, Yuba County) 


Named in honor of Mary Murphy Covillaud, the 
wife of Charles Covillaud, because she had been 
very gracious to miners who were ill or in trouble 
in this mining camp. The name was selected by 
townspeople at an 1850 mass meeting. 
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MENDOCINO (Cape, County, Town) 
Mayn-doh-see-noh ... From the name given to 
Cape Mendocino by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo in 
1542 in honor of Don Antonio de Mendoza, first 
viceroy of New Spain (Mexico). 


MENLO PARK (City, San Mateo County) 
Named by Dennis J. Oliver and D. C. McGlynn, 
brothers-in-law, for Menlough on Lough Corrib, 
County Galway, Ireland, their birthplace. At the 
joint entrance to their estates they erected in 1854 
an arched gate with the name shortened to Menlo 
Park. For 68 years the gate was a famous landmark 
until destroyed by an automobile. 


MERCED (River; County Seat, Merced County) 
Mer-sed... Mercy. Capt. Gabriel Moraga named 
the river “El Rio de Nuestra Senora de la Mer- 
ced,” the river of our Lady of Mercy (The Virgin 
Mary), because of the joy that he and the members 
of his exploring party felt over its refreshing 
waters after trekking forty miles through a water- 
less country. Merced and Fresno are “gateway 
cities” visited by travelers en route to the Yosemite 
Valley via the San Joaquin Valley. 


MILL VALLEY (City, Marin County) 
Named for the old sawmill built here in 1834 by 
John Read, grantee of Rancho Corte de Madera 
del Presidio (the ranch where wood was cut for 
the Presidio of San Francisco.) 


MILPITAS (City, Santa Clara County) 
Meel-pee-tahs ... Perhaps the diminutive of Milpa 
(Meel-pah): corn patches, hence, little corn 
patches. 


MODESTO (County Seat, Stanislaus County) 

Moh-days-toh ... When the Southern Pacific rail- 
road was extended to this site in the 1870s, the 
name “Ralston” was suggested for the city-to-be in 
honor of William C. Ralston, colorful California 
financier. Mr. Ralston declined, however, where- 
upon a caballero observed, “‘E] Senor es muy mo- 
desto” (the gentleman is very modest). ““That’s a 
good name,” Ralston said. “‘Let’s call it Modesto.” 


MODOC (County, National Forest) 

Moh-doc ... From a word meaning “Southerners,” 
used by the Klamath Indians in speaking of a tribe 
which lived south of them. The county, northeast 
corner of California, was created in 1874. Modoc 
National Forest was established in 1908.’ . 
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MOKELUMNE HILL (Town, Calaveras 

County ) 
Moh-kel-um-ne ... Miwok Indian word meaning 
“The People of Mokel,” an Indian village. The 
town is known locally as Mok Hill. 


MONO (Lake; County) 

Moh-noh... Probably a corruption of Monache 
or Monachi (Chi: tribe or division), the name given 
these Shoshonean Indians by the Miwok and Yo- 
kuts Indians. ‘The word Monachi means “fly peo- 
ple” as these Indians ate the pupae of a fly. 


MONTEREY (City, Monterey County) 


Mohn-tay-ray . . . Named ‘by Sebastian Vizcaino, 
in honor of Gaspar de Zuniga, Count of Monterey 
and Viceroy of Mexico. Formerly spelled Monter- 
rey and Monte Rey. In 1776 Monterey was de- 
clared the capital of Baja and Alta California dur- 
ing the Spanish regime. Many of the historic build- 
ings associated with early California are preserved 
and still stand today in this colorful community. 


MORAGA (Town, Contra Costa County) 


Moh-rah-gah ...A surname, that of Gabriel Mo- 
raga, Spanish explorer. (See under Merced.) St. 
Mary’s College, conducted by the Christian Broth- 
ers, is near Moraga. 


MORGAN HILL (City, Santa Clara County) 


Laid out on Rancho Ojo de Agua de la Coche 
(Sight of Water from the Coach). Named for Mor- 
gan Hill in 1892, who had acquired the ranch 
when he married Diana Murphy, daughter of 
Daniel Murphy of San Jose. He was a brother of 
Sarah Althea Hill, noted figure in the early days 
of the Golden State. 


MOUNTAIN VIEW (City, Santa Clara 
County ) 


The settlement, which began in the early 1850's 
as a stop on the San Francisco-San Jose stage route, 
was given this descriptive name because of the visi- 
bility of the Santa Cruz Mountains to the south 
and Mount Diablo to the north. 


NAPA (River; County Seat, Napa County) 
Nah-pah ... This name is all that is left of the 
Napa Indians who were virtually exterminated by 
smallpox in 1838. Many meanings have been 
advanced —“‘harpoon point,” “fish,” “abundant,” 
“near home.” Napa Valley, according to tradition, 
was the cradle of the Suysun (Suisun) race. 
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NATOMA (Town, Sacramento County) 


Nah-toh-mah ...An Indian name indicating 
direction, interpreted as meaning “up-stream.” 
One translation gives it as “the girl from the 
mountains.’ 


NEVADA CITY (County Seat, Nevada 
County) 


Named for the Sierra Nevada, not the State of 
Nevada. 


NOVATO (City, Marin County) 


No-vah-toh ... The name is that of a valley, also 
an early land grant. One authority says the name 
is derived from that of a chief of the Hookooeko 
Indians who probably had been baptized for No- 
vatus, an early Roman Christian. 


OAKDALE (City, Stanislaus County) 


When the town was founded in 1871, it was named | 
after the live oaks which grew on its site. It is situ- 
ated on the early land grant, Rancho del Estan- 
islao, later known as the Thompson Ranch. 


OAKLAND (County Seat, Alameda County) 


The Spanish name was “Las Encinas” (Lahs Ayn- 
see-nahs), meaning ““The Oaks.” A large number 
of oaks grew on the site of this city. 


ORINDA (Town, Contra Costa County) 


This euphonious name was the pseudonym of 
Katherine Fowler Philips, popular English poet- 
ess of the 17th Century who was called “The 
Matchless Orinda” by her contemporaries. The 
name was first given to Orinda Park by Alice, the 
daughter of the celebrated Dr. Jchn Marsh. 


OROVILLE (County Seat, Butte County ) 
Ohr-oh-vil . . . (Spanish pronunciation: Oh-roh- 
veel.) his name is a combination of ‘‘oro”’ (Span- 
ish): gold, and “‘ville’’ (French): town. The city 
was so called because it was in the heart of a gold 
mining area. 


PACHECO (Town, Contra Costa County; Pass) 
Pay-chay-coh . . . For Salvio Pacheco, a Mexican 
officer. Pacheco Pass, leading from Santa Clara 
County to Merced County was named for another 
Pacheco family, which held early land grants in 
that area. 


PACIFIC GROVE (City, Monterey County) 
In 1875 a group of Methodists organized under the 
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name Pacific Grove Retreat Association to estab- 
lish a seaside resort on land in the pine grove west 
of Monterey that is today the site of the city. 


PACIFICA (City, San Mateo County) 

When the residents of a string of communities 
decided to incorporate them all together in 1957, 
they chose to name the city for the Pacific Ocean 
upon which they border. The communities in- 
clude Linda Mar, Sharp Park, Edgemar, West- 
view, Pacific Manor, Rockaway Beach, Fairway 
Park, Vallemar, and Pedro Point. 


PAJARO (River; Town, Santa Cruz County) 


Pah-hah-roh . .. “Bird.’’ Named in 1769 by soldiers 
of the Portola expedition after an eagle which had 
been killed and stuffed by the Indians. 


PALO ALTO (City, Santa Clara County) 


Pah-loh Ahl-toh ... “High tree.’”” Named by the 
eighteenth century Spanish explorers for a tall 
redwood tree that stood at the town site. Later 
Leland Stanford named his farm, now site of Stan- 
ford University, Palo Alto Farm. 


PATTERSON (City, Stanislaus County) 


The early Spanish land grant, Rancho del Puerto 
on the west side of Stanislaus County, was pat- 
ented to John D. Patterson in the 1860’s. When in 
1910 his nephew ‘Thomas W. Patterson laid out 
the town, he gave it the family name. 


PESCADERO (Town, San Mateo County) 
Pace-cah-day-roh . . . Spanish for “a fishing place.” 


PETALUMA (City, Sonoma County) 


Pet-ah-loo-mah ... A coast Miwok Indian name 
meaning “Flat-back,”’ descriptive of a hill near the 
present city of Petaluma. 


PIEDMONT (City, Alameda County) 


The name means literally “foot of the mountain.” 
It was first used in 1876 by the Piedmont Springs 
Co. which established a hotel at a sulphur spring 
in the area. 


PINOLE (City, Contra Costa County) 


Pee-nohl...An Aztec word, pronounced Pee-noh- 
lay in Spanish... Parched corn ground into meal; 
also a beverage. 


PIT RIVER (Northeastern California) 
So named because the Indians dug conical pits 
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with a small opening at the top, covered with 
brush, to trap bear and deer and also hostile tribes- 
men. Sharp stakes, placed in the bottom, impaled 
the animals or the Indians that fell in. 


PITTSBURG (City, Contra Costa County) 


The first name was New York-of-the-Pacific, be- 
stowed in 1849 when William Tecumseh Sherman 
laid out the townsite for Col. Jonathan D. Steven- 
son of the First New York Volunteers. In the 1850's, 
after coal deposits had been discovered at the base 
of nearby Mt. Diablo, it was called “Black Dia- 
mond.” Later on, when manufacturing possibili- 
ties loomed, prophetic of the great steel mills to 
come, the name was changed to Pittsburg, after 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


PLACER (County) 


When it was created in 1851, the county was 
named for its placer gold mines. 


PLACERVILLE (County Seat, El Dorado 
County ) 


Plass-er-vil . . . Originally known as Old Dry Dig- 
gings and later as Hangtown. Placer, pronounced 
Plah-sayr in Spanish, is perhaps derived from 
“plaza de oro,” Spanish phrase meaning a place 
where gold is found. 


PLUMAS (County) 


Eloe-mahs on Spanish word for ‘‘feathers.”’ (See 
Feather River.) 


PORTOLA (City, Plumas County) 


Pohr-toh-lah ... (Originally accented on the last 
syllable) ... For Don Gaspar de Portola, discov- 
erer of San Francisco Bay; also California’s first 
Spanish governor. The name has also been given 
to Portola Valley near Los Altos and to Portola 
State Park in San Mateo County. 


PRESIDIO (U.S. Army Posts, San Francisco 
and Monterey) 

Pray-see-dyoh ... Spanish for a military post, or a 

barracks, usually fortified. The presidios of San 

Francisco and Monterey survive as military posts 

but in early California days there also were pre- 

sidios at Santa Barbara and San Diego. 


PULGA (JValley; Town, Butte County) 


Pool-gah ... Flea. The Indians found it conveni- 
ent, when fleas became too numerous, to burn 
their huts and construct new ones. 
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QUINCY (County Seat, Plumas County) 


In 1854, when Plumas County was established, 
H. J. Bradley laid out the county seat on his ranch 
and named it after his home town, Quincy, Ill. 


RACCOON STRAIT (San Francisco Bay) 


This strait, which is between Angel Island and the 
Marin County-shore, was named for the British 
warship “Raccoon” which anchored in San Fran- 
cisco Bay in 1814. 


RED BLUFF (County Seat, Tehama County) 


First known as Leodocia, the town later was 
named Red Bluffs, for the nearby red Sacramento 
River bluffs. The s was subsequently dropped. 


REDDING (County Seat, Shasta County) 


The first town laid out in this area was originally 
called Latona, but the name was changed by its 
citizens to Reading in honor of pioneer Pierson B. 
Reading. Long-standing confusion and conflict 
arose when the Central Pacific laid its tracks up 
the Sacramento Valley in 1872 and plotted an ad- 
jacent town which it called Redding in honor of 
its land agent, B. B. Redding. Under pressure from 
the local townspeople the state legislature changed 
the name back to Reading, only to succumb to 
further pressure from the railroad and change it 
_ once again to its present form. 


REDWOOD CITY (County Seat, 

San Mateo County) 
In the 1850's this city was the embarcadero or ship- 
ping point for redwood lumber, cut in the moun- 
tains to the west, which was used in the building 
of the city of San Francisco. 


REPRESA (Post office address of 

Folsom State Penitentiary ) 
Ray-pray-sah . .. Spanish for dam. Named for what 
was earlier a dam in the river, west of the prison. 


RICHMOND (City, Contra Costa County) 


Name derived from Point Richmond, San Fran- 
cisco Bay, which in turn was named for Richmond, 
Virginia, birthplace of Edmund Randolph, who 
represented San Francisco at the first session of the 
California legislature at San Jose in 1849. 


RIO VISTA (City, Solano County) 


Ree-oh Vees-tah . . . River view; i.e., view of the 
river. (Vista del Rio.) This Sacramento River town 
was earlier called Brazos (arms) del Rio. 
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RIPON (City, San Joaquin County) 


Named in 1876 by Applias Crooks, the first post- 
master, for Ripon, Wisconsin, his former home. 


RODEO (Town, Contra Costa County) 
Roh-day-oh ... Round-up of cattle and horses for 
branding or for determining ownership of stock 
when pastures were unfenced. 


ROSEVILLE (City, Placer County) 


According to one story, the town was named in 
1864 by its picnicking residents after the most 
popular girl present. However, the more popular 
theory is that it was given this name simply be- 
cause of its pleasant sound. 


SACRAMENTO (River; State Capitol, County 
Seat of Sacramento County) 


Sah-crah-mayn-toh ... The (Holy) Sacrament. The 
river from which the Capitol derives its name was | 
christened “Jesus Maria” by Captain Moraga, 
while the branch was called Sacramento. Later 
this name was applied to the main stream. 


ST. HELENA (Mountain; City, Napa County) 


For many years the explanation of the origin of 
this name was that in 1841 Princess Helena de 
Gagarin, niece of the czar of Russia, arrived at 
Fort Ross, ascended the mountain and christened 
it for her patron saint, Helena, mother of Con- 
stantine, the first Christian Roman emperor. How- 
ever, there seems little doubt that it was actually 
named for the Russian ship “Saint Helena,” which 
sailed up the Pacific Coast in the early nineteenth 
century. 


SALINAS (River; County Seat, 
Monterey County) 


Sah-lee-nahs ... Named for the salt marshes, or 
salt water ponds, near the mouth of the river. 


SAN ANSELMO (Town, Marin County) 


Sahn Ahn-sayl-moh ...the town was named for 
the valley, which was probably first named for a 
local Indian, with “San” added later. 


SAN BENITO (Town, San Benito County) 


Sahn Bay-nee-toh ... For St. Benedict, founder of 
the Benedictine Order. 


SAN BRUNO (City, San Mateo County ) 


Sahn Broo-noh...For St. Bruno, founder of the 
Carthusian Order. . 
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SAN CARLOS (City, San Mateo County) 


Sahn Cahr-loce... Named in 1887 for St. Charles 
Borromeo, Archbishop of Milan, because it was 
then believed that the Portola expedition first saw 
San Francisco Bay from the hills behind San Carlos 
on November 4, 1769, the feast day of St. Charles. 


SAN FRANCISCO (City and County, Bay, 
Presidio) 

San Fran-sis-co... St. Francis. The name honors 
the memory of St. Francis of Assisi. The city, at 
first the town of Yerba Buena, was formally named 
San Francisco early in 1847 (after the Mexican 
Conquest) for Mission San Francisco de Asis (Mis- 
sion Dolores), dedicated October 8, 1776. The Pre- 
sidio of San Francisco had been dedicated on 
September 17 of that year. San Francisco Bay de- 
rives its name by a different sequence of historic 
events. Early navigators missed the Golden Gate 
and so San Francisco Bay (Golden Gate) was first 
seen from land by Sergeant Jose de Ortega of Por- 
tola’s expedition of 1769. In 1579, Sir Francis 
Drake discovered the bay below Point Reyes 
(Marin County) and in 1595 Sebastian Rodriguez 
Cermeno named the bay ‘Puerto y Bahia (Port 
and Bay) de San Francisco.” Subsequently a Dutch 
cartographer applied the name “Bahia de Sir Fran- 
cisco Drako” to the ocean area between the Far- 
~ allon Islands and the mainland. After a lapse of 
many years, the name of San Francisco was ex- 
tended to the bay itself. 


SAN JOAQUIN (River; County) 


Sahn Wha-keen ... For St. Joaquim, father of the 
Virgin Mary. 


SAN JOSE (County Seat, Santa Clara County) 
Sahn Hoh-say... For St. Joseph, the foster-father 
of Christ. Originally named (1777) Pueblo de San 
Jose de Guadalupe. California’s first legislature 
met here in 1849. 


SAN JUAN BAUTISTA (City, San Benito 
County) 

Sahn Whan Bow-tees-tah .. . For St. John the Bap- 

tist. Location of Mission San Juan Bautista. Part 

of the old Plaza is a State Historical Monument. 


SAN LEANDRO (City, Alameda County) 
Sahn Lay-ahn-droh-... For St. Leander, Arch- 
bishop of Seville. The name was earlier applied to 
the nearby creek and the rancho upon which the 
town was located. 
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SAN MATEO (City, County) 

Sahn Mah-tay-oh ... For St. Matthew. The county, 
originally part of San Francisco County, was cre- 
ated in 1856 and named after several local land- 
marks (creek, ranch, point). 


SAN PABLO (City; Bay, Contra Costa County) 
Sahn Pah-bloh... For St. Paul. Early nineteenth 
century mapmakers named Point San Pablo and 
Point San Pedro on opposite sides of San Pablo 
Strait. 


SAN QUENTIN (Point; State Penitentiary, 
Marin County) 

Sahn Kwin-tin ... (Spanish pronunciation is Sahn 

Kayn-teen or Keen-teen) ... Not for St. Quintin, 

the son of Zeno, but for an Indian chief who had 

thus been christened by the Spaniards. 


SAN RAFAEL (County Seat, Marin County) 
Sahn Rah-fell... (Spanish pronunciation is Sahn 
Rah-fah-ayl.) For St. Raphael, the Archangel. Mis- 
sion San Rafael Arcangel was here. 


SAN RAMON (Town; Valley, 

Contra Costa County) 
Sahn Ray-mohn ... After a man named Ramon 
who was “‘mayor domo” of Mission San Jose. The 
“San” was added to make it sound like other Span- 
ish California place names. 


SANTA CLARA (City, Santa Clara County) 
Sahn-tah Clah-rah ... For Saint Clare of Assisi, co- 
founder of the Franciscan Order of Poor Clares 
(Nuns). Santa Clara University is located on the 
Mission Santa Clara grounds. 


SANTA CRUZ (County Seat, 

Santa Cruz County) 
Sahn-tah Crooce .. . “Holy cross.” Santa Cruz Mis- 
sion was founded in 1791, and the city had its be- 
ginnings when the pueblo, Villa de Branciforte, 
was established eight years later. 


SANTA ROSA (County Seat, Sonoma County) 


Sahn-tah Roh-sah ... For St. Rose of Lima, said to 
be the only canonized woman saint of the New 
World. Luther Burbank started his famous ex peri- 
mental gardens here in 1878. 


SAUSALITO (City, Marin County) 


Saw-sah-lee-toh ... From Sausalitos, “little wil- 
lows” or “a clump of willows.” In the early days, 
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the name was spelled variously Saucelito, Sauci- 
lito, Sausolito, and Sauselito. 


SCOTTS VALLEY (Town, 

Santa Cruz County) 
Rancho San Augustin, on which the town is lo- 
cated, was bought in 1852 by Hiram D. Scott, a 
sailor who first came to California in 1846. The 
town was named for him and his father, who later 
took over the ranch. 


SEBASTOPOL (City, Sonoma County) 
Named for the Russian city which was besieged by 
the British and French during the Crimean War, 
1854-1856. 


SHASTA (Mountain, County, Town, Dam) 
Shah-stah ... Phonetic spelling of the name of an 
early Northern California Indian tribe. The In- 
dians themselves called the mountain ““Wy-e-kah.” 
(See Yreka.) 


SIERRA (Mountains, County) 


See-air-rah ... The Spanish generic name for a 
saw-toothed mountain range. Sierra Nevada (Nay- 
vah-dah) means the “Snowy Sierra” or the “‘Sierra- 
White-as-Snow.” The Sierra Madre (Mah-dray) is 
the “Mother Sierra,” so-called because it was at 
first thought, that the other outstanding ranges 
stemmed from this range of Southern California. 


SISKIYOU (Mountains, County) 

Siss-kee-you .. . Probably from a Cree Indian word, 
sisikiyawatim, meaning “spotted horse.” In 1828, 
Archibald R. McLeod of Hudson’s Bay Company, 
crossing the Siskiyou Mountains in a severe snow- 
storm, lost most of his animals, including a noted 
bob-tailed horse, whereupon his Canadian follow- 
ers named the place “Pass of the Siskiyou.” 


SOLANO (County) 


Soh-lah-noh . . . Spanish word for easterly wind. 
Surname of Francisco Solano, a celebrated mis- 
sionary, conferred at the request of Gen. Vallejo 
on a Suisun Indian chief who had aided him in 
war against other Indians. Chief Solano’s tribal 
name was “Sem Yeto, the Fierce One of the Brave 
Hand,” or “Sum-yet-ho, the Mighty Arm.” 


SONOMA (City, Sonoma County) 


Soh-noh-mah ... (1) An Indian word meaning 
“Valley of the Moon,” or ‘“‘Valley of Many Moons.” 
(2) Also said to be Patwin Indian for “Nose,” the 
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reference being to the land or tribe of “Chief 
Nose.” ‘The California Bear Flag was raised at 
Sonoma, June 14, 1846. The northernmost of the 
Golden State’s missions, Mission San Francisco 
Solano, is at Sonoma. 


SONORA (County Seat, Tuolumne County) 
Soh-noh-ra ... Named for the Mexican state of 
Sonora, from which its first group of settlers came 
in the gold rush. The original name given it was 
Sonorian Camp. 


SOTOYOME (Town, Sonoma County) 


So-toh-yoh-me ... An Indian name meaning “The 
home of Soto,” a Pomo Indian chief. 


STANISLAUS (River, County) 

Stan-is-law ... Derived from ‘‘Estanislao,” baptis- 
mal name given an Indian chief who later turned 
renegade. The Indian name for the river is ‘“La- 
kish-um-na.” | 


STOCKTON (County Seat, 

San Joaquin County) 
Stock-ton ... Named by Capt. Charles M. Weber, 
founder of this city, in honor of Commodore Rob- 
ert Stockton, who led the forces which took over 
California for the United States in 184”. 


SUISUN (City, Solano County) | 
Soo-soon ... Indian, signifying ‘““West Wind.” 


SUNNYVALE (City, Santa Clara County) 


In earlier days called Murphy’s Station for Martin 
Murphy, Jr., who owned Rancho Pastoria de Bor- 
regas on which Sunnyvale is located. At the turn 
of the century it was given its present descriptive 
name. 


SUNOL (Town, Alameda County) 

Soo-nohl .. . (Spanish pronunciation is Soon-yohl) 
... For Don Antonio Sunol, co-owner of the ranch 
on which the town was laid out. : 


SUTTER (County, Town, Buttes) 

Sut-ter ... Original pronunciation was Soot-er... 
For Gen. John A. Sutter, who came to California 
in 1839 and established Sutter’s Fort at what later 
became the city of Sacramento. 


TAHOE (Lake, Town, National Forest, Placer 
and El Dorado Counties) 
Tah-hoh ... Indian, signifying “Big Water.” Fre- 
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mont named it Bonpland for a French botanist. 
Later it was called Lake Bigler, for John Bigler, 
California’s third governor. However, it became 
popularly known by its Washoe Indian name, 
‘Tahoe, which subsequently superseded Bigler. 
Mark ‘Twain wrote in ‘The Innocents Abroad”’ 
that Tahoe was the Piute Indian word for “‘Grass- 
hopper Soup.” 


TAMALPAITS (Mountain, Marin County) 
Tah-mahl-pah-ees . .. Derived from a village of In- 
dians at the base of the mountain who were called 
“The Tamals by the Mountain.” The Tamals were 
known as “The Bay People,” hence the translation 
of ‘Tamalpais as “Bay Mountain.” 


TASSAJARA (Valley, Contra Costa County; 

Hot Springs, Monterey County) 
‘Tahs-sah-hah-rah ... From ‘Tasajera, a place where 
strings of beef or venison (jerky) are hung out in 
the sun to dry. 


TEHAMA (County, Town) 

Tee-hay-mah ... For years the name has been con- 
strued to be of Indian origin, perhaps meaning 
“High Water,” referring to the Sacramento River 
floods. Another theory is that Tehama may derive 
from the Mexican word for “shingle.” 


TEMESCAL (Creek, Alameda County) 


‘Tem-ess-kahl ... Sweat-house. An Indian word, of 
Aztec origin. A temescal was the Indian’s “Turkish 
bath,” being a low dugout, covered with rocks. 


TENAYA (Peak; Lake, Yosemite Valley) 


Ten-at-yah . . . ‘Ten-ei-ya was an old chief of the 
Yosemite Indians. 


TERRA LINDA (Community, 
Marin County) 


The name combines the Latin “terra,” meaning 
“land,” with the Spanish “linda,” meaning 
“pretty.”’ Established in 1954. 


TIBURON (Point, Town, Marin County) 


Tee-boo-rohn . . . Spanish for “shark.” Punta de 
Tiburon (shark’s point) was on maps in the early 
1800's. The town was established in 1885. 


TOLENAS (Lown; Creek, Solano County) 


‘Toh-lay-nahs ... Name of a southern Wintun In- 
dian village. 
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TOMALES BAY (Marin County) 
Toh-mah-leez .. . A corruption of “Tamal.” (See 
Tamalpais.) 


TRACY (City, San Joaquin County) 

Named in 1878 for Lathrop J. Tracy, an official of 
the Central Pacific Railroad, now Southern Pa- 
cific, when the new line to the San Joaquin Valley 
via Martinez was built. 


TRINIDAD (Bay; Head; Town, 
Humboldt County) 


Tree-nee-dahd ...'The Holy Trinity. Bay was so 
named by Capt. Bruno de Hezeta because it was 
discovered on ‘Trinity Sunday (1775). 


TRINITY (County) 


One of the 27 original counties created in 1850, 
it was named after the Trinity River. Pierson B. 
Reading had earlier named the river Trinity as an | 
Anglicized form of ‘Trinidad, under the mistaken 
idea that the river emptied into Trinidad Bay. 


TUOLUMNE (River, County, Town) 


‘Too-ol-a-me ... Probably a corruption of the In- 
dian word “talmalamne,” stone houses or caves, 
from which the name of the Tavalames or Towal- 
umnes Indian tribe was derived. 


TURLOCK (City, Stanislaus County) 


Tur-lock ... Name obtained by H. W. Lander 
from Harper’s Weekly in 1871, which told of a 
lake in Ireland called Turlough, meaning “dry 
lake.” 


UKIAH (County Seat, Mendocino County) 


You-ky-ah ... From the Indian Yokaia, “yo,” South 
and “‘ka-ia,” Valley. 


VACAVILLE (City, Solano County ) 


Vack-a-vil . . . (Spanish pronunciation: Vah-kah- 
veel) . . . Named for the Vaca family. In 1851, Wil- 
liam McDaniel laid out the town by arrangement 
with Manuel Cabeza Vaca. 


VALLEJO (City, Solano County) 


Vah-lay-hoh... The true Spanish pronunciation 
is Vah-yay-hoh. Named for its founder. Gen. Mari- 
ano Guadalupe Vallejo, of Sonoma, prominent in 
public affairs of California, serving the state with 
distinction both before and after the Bear Flag 
raising at Sonoma. 
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WALNUT CREEK (City, 
Contra Costa County) 
Name taken from the creek which the Spanish, in 


1810, named “EI! Arroyo de los Nogales,’ meaning 
“The Creek of the Walnuts.” 


WATSONVILLE (City, Santa Cruz County) 


Named for Georgian John H. Watson who, with 
D. S. Gregory, laid out the town in 1852, on a por- 
tion of the Rancho Bolsa de San Cayetano. 


WAW ONA (Yosemite National Park) 


Wah-woh-nah ... probably from an Indian word 
for “big tree.” Originally the site of a Nuchu In- 
dian camp. | 


WOODLAND (County Seat, Yolo County) 


Named in 1859 after the fine oaks in the vicinity, 
by the wife of Major F. S. Freeman. Freeman had 
beught the store of Henry Wyckoff who had estab- 
lished a trading post there a few years earlier. 


YERBA BUENA (lsland, San Francisco Bay) 


Yayr-bah Bway-nah . . . Spanish for ‘“‘good herb,” 
the plant ‘“Micromeria chamissonis’” which grew 
wild in the San Francisco area. The first settle- 
ment at San Francisco was called “Yerba Buena.” 


- YOLO (County) 


Yoh-loh ... From Yo-loy, the name of a Patwin In- 
dian tribe, meaning “a place thick with rushes.” 
Also spelled “‘Yolones.”’ 


YOSEMITE (Valley; Falls; National Park, 
Mariposa County) 


Yoh-sem-it-tee . . . Derived from Oo-hod-ma-te, 
O-ham-i-te, or Oo-sdo-ma-te, meaning “grizzly 
bear.”” The Yosemite Indians were called “griz- 
zlies” by their enemies. 


YREKA (County Seat, Siskiyou County) 


Wy-ree-kah ... Derived from “Wy-e-kah,” Shasta 
Indian name for Mount Shasta. 


YUBA (County; River, Yuba, Nevada and Sierra 
Counties ) 


Yoo-bah ...'The county was named, when it was 
created in 1850 as one of the state’s original 27 
counties, after the Yuba River. This had origin- 
ally been named the “Yubu” by John A. Sutter 
after a Maidu Indian village which was near the 
junction of the Yuba and Feather rivers. Yuba 
City is the county seat of Sutter County. 
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